Guide to bicycle parking

Cyclists need more than just good and safe bicycle routes: they also need opportunities to park their bicycles safely, easily and orderly. This need is understandable, in view of chances of theft and damage to the bicycle. Good bicycle parking facilities are also crucial to traffic policy, as fear of theft leads to decreased use of bicycles and because the bicycle is an important environment-friendly way of transport.

Good parking facilities for bicycles are by no means always a matter of course: increasingly and particularly in town centres local authorities are displaying initiatives for tighter control of bicycle parking.

This publication provides information towards developing, implementing and maintaining good bicycle parking policies.

This is the second edition of Leidraad Fietsparkeren. The first edition, which was published in 1996, was widely used and highly appreciated. A survey of users has provided suggestions for improvements, which led to this second edition.

This revised edition, too, provides comprehensive information about policy development, planning and design as well as about implementation, utilisation and the myriad manifestations of bicycle parking facilities. Contents are first of all aimed at local authorities, but also at provinces, special legislation districts and public transport firms. In addition consultants, architects, operators of bicycle parking facilities and anyone otherwise involved may benefit from this information.

Leidraad is divided into two parts. Part A, chapters 2 to 4, contains recommendations about the formulation of good bicycle parking policy; part B, chapters 5 to 7, about its implementation. An introductory chapter 1, about the importance of bicycle parking policy, precedes this part.

The optimal policy process for bicycle parking is outlined in chapter 2: raising awareness about bicycle parking, ensuring support and policy integration with related areas, formulating targets, analysing the situation and searching for solutions - and finally translating these solutions into policy measures.

Chapters 3 and 4 are elaborations of the ‘analysis and solutions’ stage in this policy process. Chapter 3 concerns elaborations of analysis recommendations concerning town centres, station areas and ageing residential neighbourhoods. Chapter 4 provides directions for analysis of ‘solitary functions’: newly built residences, businesses and crowd-pulling services and bus stops.

In part B chapter 5 provides practical information on all types of bicycle parking systems and bicycle sheds: market supply, major quality considerations, choice of locations, costs, etc. In addition to the bicycle parking systems meant to place a bicycle into, onto or against and coverings, this chapter also deals with: private sheds, bicycle lockers, business and neighbourhood parking facilities and guarded facilities. Chapter 6 examines the use of neighbourhood and guarded parking facilities: utilisation and management. Finally, chapter 7 provides a large number of data on technical points and measurements in implementing parking facilities in existing and newly constructed buildings.
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